VZCZCXR03937 

00  RUEHAG  RUEHAO  RUEHAP  RUEHAT  RUEHBC  RUEHBI  RUEHBL  RUEHBZ  RUEHCD 
RUEHCHI  RUEHCI  RUEHCN  RUEHDA  RUEHDE  RUEHDF  RUEHDT  RUEHDU  RUEHED  RUEHEL 
RUEHFK  RUEHFL  RUEHGA  RUEHGD  RUEHGH  RUEHGI  RUEHGR  RUEHHA  RUEHHM  RUEHHO 
RUEHHT  RUEHIHL  RUEHIK  RUEHJO  RUEHJS  RUEHKN  RUEHKR  RUEHKSO  RUEHKUK 
RUEHKW  RUEHLA  RUEHLH  RUEHLN  RUEHLZ  RUEHMA  RUEHMC  RUEHMJ  RUEHMR  RUEHMRE 
RUEHMT  RUEHNAG  RUEHNG  RUEHNH  RUEHNL  RUEHNP  RUEHNZ  RUEHPA  RUEHPB  RUEHPD 
RUEHPOD  RUEHPT  RUEHPW  RUEHQU  RUEHRD  RUEHRG  RUEHRN  RUEHROV  RUEHRS 
RUEHTM  RUEHTRO  RUEHVC  RUEHVK  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHC  #4035  2470418 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
0 030415Z  SEP  08 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO  ALL  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  POSTS  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHFSI/DIR  FSINFATC  IMMEDIATE 

RHEHNSC/WHITE  HOUSE  NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHPH/CDC  ATLANTA  IMMEDIATE  6941 

RUCPDOC/ALL  USDOC  DISTDIR  COLLECTIVE  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/CDRAMC  FT  BELVOIR  VA//AMCMI-SS//  IMMEDIATE 

RUEAHQA/HQ  USAF  WASHINGTON  DC//XOXXI//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/HQ  AFOSI  DOQ  ANDREWS  AFB  MD//IVOA//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/FAA  NATIONAL  HQ  WASHINGTON  DC//ACI-400//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/COMNAVAIRSYSCOM  PATUXENT  RIVER  MD//AIR1031B//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/NRC  WASHINGTON  DC/ / INFOSEC/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL//CCJ2-JIT//  IMMEDIATE 

RUCPCIM/CIM  NTDB  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMC SUU / COGARD  INTELCOORDCEN  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/CDR  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUEHTRO/AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  IMMEDIATE  2645 

RUEHGL/AMCONSUL  GUAYAQUIL  IMMEDIATE  0076 

UNCLAS  STATE  094035 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  CASC  PTER  ASEC  BS 

SUBJECT:  TRAVEL  WARNING  - TROPICAL  STORM  HANNA  AND  TROPICAL 
STORM  IKE 

111.  This  Travel  Warning  is  being  issued  to  urge  U.S. 
citizens  to  carefully  consider  the  risks  of  travel  to 
The  Bahamas  and  The  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  at  this  time 
due  to  the  threat  posed  by  Tropical  Storm  Hanna  and 
Tropical  Storm  Ike  on  September  3,  2008.  The  Department  of 
State  authorized  the  departure  of  non-emergency  personnel 
and  eligible  family  members  of  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Nassau, 

The  Bahamas.  The  storm  is  currently  affecting  the  Turks  and 
Caicos  and  is  predicted  to  pass  over  The  Bahamas  as  a 
category  1 hurricane  during  the  September  3-4  timeframe. 

Tropical  Storm  Ike  is  expected  to  impact  the  Bahamas  on 
September  6-  9,  2008.  Updates  on  the  storm's  tracks  and 
intensities  can  be  found  at  http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/. 

12.  The  U.S.  Embassy  in  Nassau  will  be  available  early  on 
Wednesday,  September  3rd  for  emergency  American  Citizens 
Services,  but  may  be  forced  to  suspend  operations  without 
notice.  U.S.  citizens  in  the  central  and  northern  Bahamas 
Islands  likely  to  be  impacted  by  Tropical  Storms  Hanna  and 
Ike  who  do  not  have  access  to  adequate  and  safe  shelter 
should  consider  departing  while  commercial  flights  are 
still  available.  Seating  capacity  on  commercial  flights  is 
extremely  limited.  Flights  into  and  out  of  Nassau  and 
Freeport  international  airports  may  be  suspended  at  any 
time.  If  staying  in  The  Bahamas,  U.S.  citizens  are  urged  to 
locate  shelter,  monitor  media  reports,  and  follow  all 
official  instructions.  Visitors  to  The  Bahamas  should  be 
familiar  with  their  hotel  or  cruise  ship  evacuation  plans, 
policies,  or  procedures.  Please  see  the  Tropical  Storm 
Travel  Alert  regarding  Tropical  Storm  season  dated  May  30, 

2008  on  the  Department's  website  at  http://www.travel.state.gov 

and 


http : / /www. travel . state . gov/ travel /cis_pa_tw/  hurricane_season/hurricane_season_3795 . html 


13.  U.S.  citizens  should  carry  their  travel  documents 
(i.e.  U.S.  passport,  birth  certificate,  picture  ID's, 
etc.)  with  them  at  all  times  or  secure  them  by  placing 


them  in  a safe,  waterproof  location.  Additionally,  all 
U.S. citizens  in  the  area  are  reminded  to  stay  in 
contact  with  friends  and  family  in  the  United  States  to 
keep  them  apprised  of  their  current  whereabouts. 

14.  Americans  living  or  traveling  in  The  Bahamas  and  The 
Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  are  encouraged  to  register  with 
the  U.S.  Embassy  through  the  State  Department's  travel 
registration  website, 

https : / / travelregistration . state . gov  . 

15.  Updated  information  on  travel  in  The  Bahamas  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Department  of  State  by  calling  1-888-407 
4747  within  the  United  States,  or  from  overseas,  1-202-501 
1_4444  . For  further  information  please  consult  the  Country 
Specific  Information  for  The  Bahamas  and  The  Turks  and 
Caicos  Islands  available  via  the  Internet  at 
http://travel.state.gov  or  contact  the  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Nassau  at  (242  ) 322-1181,  after  hours ( 242-357-7004  ) . 

16.  Minimize  considered. 

RICE 


